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Abstract 

ThepropositioninthisresearchpaperisaboutsignificanceoflinguisticcontextinteachingEnglishvocabulary; 

particularly, when English is a foreign or second language to learners. As part ofrational argument, the 

investigation brings forth some theoretical and functional concepts relatedto Language Acquisitionand 

Language Learning. Unlike acquisition, learning is a consciousprocess. Hence, learning entails an 

appropriate context to provide connection between words andtheir accurate meanings. Functional 

perspective of language emphasizes that context is thepredominant precursor of language. In linguistic 

spectrum of a language, context is connected tosemantics,lexico-

grammar,phonologyandphoneticsofalanguage.Withthisfunctionalviewpointaboutlanguageanditsusage,ap

ilotstudywasconductedinsupportoftheproposition.According to its findings, the nature of vocabulary 

errors made by learners evidently reflects thatvarious contexts provided while teaching are insufficient 

to learn meaningfully accurate wordswithaptnessfor realcontext. 

It is observed in many Indian English classes that teaching vocabulary is deviant from linguisticcontext. 

Consequently, it is reflected in learners‟ improper choice of words and their usage.Linguistic context 

has theoretical association with Halliday (2004) in the view that grammar andvocabulary are two ends 

of single continuum; they are not separate. This study identifies thatintervention of both target language 

and first language constitutes linguistic context in 

teachingvocabulary.Onthewhole,thisresearchattemptstouncovertheinconsistencybetweentheoreticalnotio

ns and practicalapplicationsofteaching. 

Keywords:Context,Learning,Teaching,Vocabulary,Lexico-grammar,Linguisticcontext. 

 
English in India is generally regarded as second language. From the point of many learners, it 

isstillaforeignlanguage.Indiahasbilingualand/ormultilingualsettingineverygeographicalstate.In the 

globalized context, like the people from various countries, Indians also give 

immenseprioritytolearningofEnglish,asthelanguageservesastheimportantlinguafrancaofthecountry;more

over, communication in English is interconnected with career development in most of 

theprofessionspeopleprefertochoose.Inspiteofhavingsecondlanguagestatus,manylearnershaveno 

sufficient exposure to English from their right age for language pick up.In many states of 

thecountryEnglishspeakingenvironmentisonlylimitedtoofficialpurposesandhighclasssocieties.Besides,En

glishlearninghasbecometheneedofadultlearnersinviewoftheircareerdevelopmentinsteadofcasual 

communicative purpose.Thisenvironmentalsituationcausesuncertainty in English learning class room; 

many learners are still unable to pick up language andits proper usage due to various other factors also. 

At this juncture, learning English has become atough task for many students; thereby teachers and 
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researchers of English also try to exploredifferent approaches and teaching methods to improve the 

academic situation by providing betterlearning environment. In pedagogic perspective, second 

language/ foreign language teaching 

andlearningprocessentailsuseofcontextforbetterresults.Thepresentresearchpaperproposesto 

 

involve linguistic context as an important element in contextualization of teaching vocabulary 

inEFL/ESLclassrooms.Thenecessityoflinguisticcontextisemphasizedwithsupportivetheoreticalarguments 

and a practical pilot study. The theoretical arguments focus on importance of 

context;andthepilotstudyprovidesempiricalproofofthevocabularylearningproblemanditsnature.Thenature

oftheproblemapparentlyidentifiesthatstudentsarelearningwordswithouttheirgrammaticality; thereby 

sentences produced by the EFL/ ESL students are erroneous due toimproper choice of words. Hence, 

the paper recommends that intervention of linguistic context 

isnecessaryinclassroomteachingforimprovementinthemeaningfulandeffectiveusageofwords. 

TeachingApproachesandMethods 

Toaddresslanguageproblems,variousapproachesandteachingmethodsareexploredbylinguistsandteaching

methodologyinvestigators.SomefocusonskillbasedapproacheslikeLSRWskills.Some invent item-wise
1
 

designs and models of teaching.Different activities, implementat ionprocedures and tasks are planned 

according to various situations of students and class room. Infact, all these methods and approaches, 

prior to language teaching, create an environment forinvolvementinlanguagelearning. 

Inlinguisticterminology,thisenvironmentiscalledcontext.Inteaching and learning process, context is the 

basic and primary aspect which is potential to leadlearners towards natural internalization of a 

language.The main emphasis of this research paperis understanding context as a teaching input as well 

as learning input. In case of obstacles 

inprovidingacontextwhichcangiveaccesstoaccuratemeaning,weneedtofindanotherappropriatecontextto 

reducecomplexity oflearning. 

Importanceof Context 

As human beings with ability to perceive and express about the world we experience, 

differentcontextsmakeustoshareourthoughts,experiencesthroughcommunicativeactsofconversation.The 

term context refers to any situation that provides natural setting for an event or an action. Inaccordance 

with Halliday (2004) context is the predominant precursor of speechevent, and thenature of speech 

event is also dependant on its context. According to his Systemic FunctionalTheory of linguistics, 

context initiates semantics of a language in terms of speech functions suchas statement, question, 

command and request. In a linguistic spectrum of a language, beginningfrom semantic level, the 

linguistic operation systematically occurs in accordance with contextualneeds of interlocutorswho 

participated intheconversationalsituation. 

A context can be social, cultural, political, legal etc. Any aspect that serves as a situation 

forcommunicativeneedsisacontextforusageofalanguage.Forinstance,theword„bank(noun)‟ispotential for 
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two different meaningful references depending on its contextual occurrence.Theword „bank‟ refers to a 

financial establishment or a sloping border of a river. In the context ofapplying for a loan, one person 

may say „I want go to the bank‟. The choice of his meaning mustbe interpreted as „a financial 

establishment’ in the context of situation. Hence context is aninevitably important factor in both 

perception and production of language. In addition, as aninseparable causative of communication, it is 

always essential in teaching and learning process ofanylanguagealso. 

To achieve pedagogic goals of English language, teaching methods/approaches, like BilingualMethod, 

Communicative Language Teaching (CLT), Cooperative Language Learning 

Approach,LexicalApproachetcarefollowedpresentlyinmanyEnglishclassrooms.Theseteachingmethodspr

ovidevarioussituationsforinitiationofconversationsbyprovidingcontextforcommunication.However,these

methods,withoutlinguisticinterventionintermsofgrammaticalimportance,maynotbesufficienttofulfilltheco

ntextualpurposewhenteachingtargetsatthestudentswhocrossedtheir adolescence and who learn English as 

a foreign/second language. We need to consider 

threethingsforthisreason.Firstly,foreignlanguageisnotthefirstlanguage(Firstlanguageisgenerallyan 

effortlessly acquired language). Secondly, language learning is conscious process after the ageof 13 

years (according to Chomsky‟s assertion of Language Acquisition Device and his claim ofCritical 

Period Hypothesis) and thirdly, along with the communicative context which is providedwhile teaching 

English, it is also necessary to include linguistic situations of first or knownlanguage(to 

reducecomplexityin learning atargetlanguage). 

LanguageAcquisitionConcepts 

Since this paper focuses on the perspective „teaching English as a foreign language‟, the view 

ofresearchpointisinterlinkedwithsometheoreticalconceptswhicharerelatedtolanguageacquisition and 

language learning. In language learning, particularly English, the phrases Englishas a foreign language 

and English as a second language are frequently heard in literature. 

Withminordifferencesintermsofenvironmentallinguisticacquaintancewithlearnersorusers,practically both 

phrases are connected to the concepts of language acquisition and languagelearning.Hence teachers of 

foreign and/or second language are generally advised to understandsome theoretical notions which draw 

attention to the difference between acquisition of 

languageandlearningoflanguage;because,inacquisition,languageteachersarenotmandatoryforchildrenwho

havesocialandlinguisticenvironment;buttheprocessoflearningrequireslanguageteachersto provide 

context, linguistic information and its elucidation. Hence language teaching process 

istheoreticallyandpracticallydependentonthestageoflearners.Regardingacquisitionoflanguagesometheore

ticalnotionsarerecurrentlymentionedbyresearchersinlanguage anditslearning. 

Language Acquisition Device (LAD) was a proposed theoretical notion of Noam Chomsky.According 

to this, humans are born with innate ability to acquire language. Chomsky claims 

thattheabilityinchildrentoreceiveandproducelanguagequicklyisbecauseofLanguageAcquisitionDevice 

which is a natural mental capability developed during certain age called window period
2
(according to 

Eric Lenneberg‟sCritical Period Hypothesis). Window period is considered as 
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anidealtimeforbraindevelopmentforacquiringlanguagecapacitiesinalinguisticallyrichenvironment. The 

strength of these theoretical concepts relies on the evidence that children, 

afterprovidingexposuretoanylanguage,canacquireitwithanativeessenceinitsproduction.Inspiteofexposuret

olimitedlexicalitemsandtheirusagewithinthewindowperiod,achildcanpickupawordsandphrases,anduttergr

ammaticallyaccuratesentencesofthelanguagehe/sheisexposedto.After this window period, acquisition of 

a language gradually becomes conscious act 

oflearningandturnsintoeffortfultask.Learningofaforeignlanguageinmatureadultsisalife-timeprocess and 

its perfection cannot be compared with his first language.Hence the initial stage ofexposureto 

languageisveryimportantinacquiring firstlanguage. 

M.A.K. Halliday‟s concept of language acquisition is strictly functional. The needs of 

socialinteractionbuildsituationalcontextforlanguageusage. Inherentsociabilityofchildrencreates 

anatmosphereforexpression.Hallidayalsoproposedafunctionalmodelofchildlanguageacquisition. 

Chomsky‟s concept argues on cognitive ability as an inborn mechanism; on the otherhand, Halliday 

argues on functional ability as a social need in language acquisition. However, inthese two models, 

environmental input for language is an inherent procedural application forlanguage acquisition. 

Pedagogically speaking, this use of language environment is indisputablynecessary 

asacontextforbothacquisition andlearning. 

Learningisconsciousprocesswiththeoreticaldescriptionofteachinginaformalsetting.Providing a context 

for natural acquisition is different from providing a context for consciouslearning. Hence using 

linguistic information of first language or known language as a part ofcontext in teaching English 

vocabulary can be an effective method in achieving good results. Forbetter understanding of relation 

between context and language, we need to observe the system ofstratificationin language. 

 
StratificationofLanguage 

In the theory of Systemic Functional Linguistics, stratification is one of the five dimensions 

oflanguage.Accordingtotheconcept,languageisastratifiedsystem;thestrataaresemanticstratum,lexico-

grammatical stratum and phonological & phonetic stratum. All these strata operate undercontext of 

situation. The operational principle is known as realization. Context provides a settingfor conversation 

and initiates semantic stratum of language in terms of speech functions, i.e.,statement, question, 

command and request. The semantic stratum realizes lexico-

grammaticalstratumoflanguage;thewordings(accordingtotheirgrammaticalclasses)areorganizedasclauses

and realized as declarative, interrogative and imperative clauses. The lexico-grammatical stratumis 

further realized as phonological stratum in terms of tones (falling tone, rising tone etc). In thisway, 

under context, meaning is realized in structure, and the structure is realized in sound; 

andtherebyexpressionsaremeaningfulandappropriateto theircontext. 

SincethemainfocusofthisresearchpaperisteachingEnglishvocabulary,wearemoreconcernedwith lexico-

grammatical stratum than the rest. Halliday (2004) emphasizes that „grammar andvocabulary are not 

two separate components of a language – there are just the two ends 
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ofsinglecontinuum’(p,7).Themainemphasisofpresentresearcharticleisbasedonthistheoreticaland 

functional notion of lexico-grammar. Hence, this paper asserts that this notion, as linguisticcontext,is 

tobeconsidered essentialinteachingvocabulary ofalanguage. 

 
AcquisitionVersesLearning 

In acquisition of a language, context is a natural occurrence. Consequently, as propounded 

infunctionalperspectiveoflanguage,contextinitiatessemanticstratum,semanticstratumconstrueslexico-

grammar; and lexico-grammarconstrues phonology in natural way.According to 

thecontextualneedofmeaning,wechoosewordings;itispracticalandsubconsciouswithoutrequirementof any 

grammaticalknowledge. 

 

 

 

Languagestratification 

On the other hand, learning of language occurs with planned teaching under a created 

context.Sinceitisnotnaturalcontext,thereisalwaysapossibilityforconfusionintherealizationprocess.The 

created context in teaching may not be sufficient to initiate semantic stratum in the targetlanguage. It 

only provides a space for a need of conversation. Hence, in teaching a language, westartfromlexico-

grammaticalstratum;anyforeignlanguageclassbeginswithintroducingvocabulary in the first place.From 

the point of lexico-grammatical stratum, we try to identifymeaning of words and imagine the context of 

its use. However, in many English classrooms, it isan observable fact that words and meanings are 

taught without their grammatical 

information.Grammaristreatedasaseparateelementaltogether.Thissituationcausesuncertaintyinthechoiceo

fwordsthataremeaningfullysuitabletothecontext.Halliday(2004)statedthat„alanguageisaresource for 

making meaning, and meaning resides in systemic patterns of choice‟ (p, 23).Whenlearners are taught 
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vocabulary without grammatical information, the choice of words is affectedinconversation. 

Let‟s lookintothesefollowing words, 

Nation(noun)  National(adj) Nationality(noun)

 Nationally(adv)Nationalize(verb)Nationalization(noun) Anti-

national(adj)  International (adj)Nationalist(noun) Nationalist(adj) 

Here we can observe that every word has its root meaning close to each other; but with a 

littlegrammatical change at morphological level, every word has become unique with its 

particularityofcontextualusage.Merely,thelexicalsimilaritycannotfulfilltheneedofcontextuallybefittingch

oice. The changes in meaning are the changes in grammar of the words. Hence, we requirelinguistic 

interference in teaching/learning vocabulary. Linguistic environment as a context 

canmakevocabularylearningfaster. Asvocabularyandgrammararenottwoseparatecomponentsof 

alanguage,thevocabularylearnedinlinguisticcontextcanbeeffectivelyusedbylearnerswithaccuracyinitscont

extualmeaning. 

LinguisticContext 

In two aspects, a context can be viewed, i.e., extra-linguistic context (which includes society,culture, 

time etc) and linguistic context (which includes grammar, meaning and its operationalnetwork as a 

system). Teaching vocabulary, as mentioned earlier, demands both extra-linguisticand linguistic 

contexts. The first provides a situation for need of meaning to converse; the secondprovides a situation 

for accuracy in choosing proper wordings towards its meaning.Hence,linguisticcontextis 

acentralfacetinteachingvocabulary ofalanguage. 

Linguistic context in teaching vocabulary, as mentioned earlier, entails awareness of lexico-

grammaticalstratum.InthecaseofmatureadultswholearnEnglishasaforeign/secondlanguage,providingling

uisticcontextoftargetlanguagemaynotbesufficientforconstrualofmeaningwithaccuracy, because, as the 

learners are grownups, there is always a possibility of searching for agrammatical context in their first 

language. Hence, interference of lexico-grammar of their firstlanguage in teaching to decode the lexical 

items of the target language may serve as a linguisticcontextin teachingEnglish vocabulary. 

Throughlinguisticcontext,wordsaretobeidentifiedalongwiththeirgrammaticalclassessuchasnoun,verb,adje

ctiveandadverbinlinguisticenvironmentoftargetlanguage.Derivationalsuffixesmarkers, which determine 

words as nouns, verbs, adjective and adverb, are to be practicallyidentified with the help of first 

language also. This type of linguistic context enables learners toget awareness on the wordings whether 

they are used as subject, complement or predicate etc. Inthisway,providingcontextin 

teachingvocabularyis tobeconsideredas shownbelow. 

 

 

 

 



SPECIALUSIS UGDYMAS / SPECIAL EDUCATION 2022 1 (43) 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6312 
 

Social ContextExtra-linguisticContext CulturalContext 

Context SituationalContext 

 

LinguisticContext Target LanguageFirstLanguage 

Choiceofcontext inteaching 

 

Dependingonthe learners‟situations,Englishlanguageteacherscanutilize linguisticcontext asachoicefor 

effectiveteaching. 

 

Vocabulary 

As a primary concern in teaching, vocabulary is connected to the aspects like spelling 

meaningandstructureingeneralperspective.Lexicalitemsofalanguagepossessstructuralelementsalongwitht

heirmeaning.Apartfromthebasiccontentmeaning,wordshavemanyotherqualitieswhichmake them suitable 

for contextual usage. Social and cultural aspects are always involved in theuse of vocabulary. In 

linguistic perspective, words have semantic and grammatical 

information.Thesemanticinformationincludesitsbasicmeaning,andthegrammaticalinformationallowsthew

ords as appropriate components in sentence structures in the meaning making 

process.Forexample,letusobservethewordsin thesentences. 

 Heis actinginthemovie Verb 

 Heisactiveinthemovie Adjective 

 Hisactionisgoodinthemovie Noun 

 Heneedsactivenessinthemovie Noun 

 Heactivelyperformedinthemovie Adverb 

 Theactivitiesareshowninthemovie Noun 

 Hisactingskillisactivated inthemovie Noun&Verb 

All these sentences are grammatically correct because of the apt choice of words according totheir 

meaning. The words highlighted in the above sentences are morphologically derived from aroot word 

„act‟. Each of these derived words has its own significance in terms of its grammaticalclass with 

appropriate meaning
3
.Learners should be taught vocabulary along with grammaticalinformation to 

achieve better results in vocabulary learning. This procedure should be practicalunderprovision 

oflinguisticenvironmentasan additionalcontext. 

Apartfromthegeneralperspectiveasmentionedabove,wordshavemanyotherqualitiesassociated with them. 

Words in a language have orthographic form in terms of spelling. Wordshave system of sounding which 

is realized in pronunciation. Words have grammaticality which 

isrealizedatmorphologicallevel.Wordclasseshavesyntacticalpropertieswhichconstruemeaningof clauses. 

Words have neighboring words which contextually co-occur as collocations.Finallywords 
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havequalityofsituationalappropriateness depending onits userandcontext. 

In fact, all these aspects should be considered in teaching of English vocabulary. As a presentconcern in 

Indian teaching environment, the priority should be given to words and word classes.In the examples 

given above, the root word „act‟ is realized as different word class at sentencelevel by adding 

morphological derivative markers. The meaning realized in each sentence isclearly specific in its own 

right. Hence vocabulary teaching needs to create a contextual access tothelearnersfromthelevelofword 

tothelevelofwordclass.Aslexico-grammaticalcomponents,word classes can be observed from semantic 

stratum as processes (i.e., verb class), entities (i.e.,noun class), qualities (i.e., adjective class) and 

manners of process (adverb class). In 

constructionofmeaning,thewordclassesoperateaccordingtoparadigmaticchoice 

andsyntagmaticchoiceofalanguage.Thereby,wordclasses 

areveryimportantintounderstandthesystemoflanguage. 

PilotStudyonVocabularyProficiency 

As a teacher and researcher, after continuous observation of many students and their Englishvocabulary 

proficiency level, I found that the cause of their low proficiency in vocabulary and itsusageissurrounded 

by somefactors. 

1. Englishisaforeignlanguage/secondlanguage. 

2. Thelearnersarematureadultswithinsignificant Englishexposureintheirchildhood. 

3. Theyareabletoidentifycontentmeaningbutconfusedaboutgrammaticalmeaning. 

4. Thelearnershavenoawarenessaboutwordclassesandtheircontextualusage. 

With these basic observations, a pilot study was conducted on some undergraduate students whohave 

their mother tongue as their primary instructive medium of the course concerned. 

TheselearnersarestudyingEnglishas theirsecondlanguageaccordingtotheirprescribedsyllabus. 

Inordertoidentifythenatureoferrorsinvocabulary,acontextrelevantchoicebasedactivitywasgiven to these 

informants. In the activity, the informants are supposed to choose an option to 

fillintheblankineachsentence.Infact,theplannedoptionsofeachwordarethederivedformsfromthe same 

word. All the words given in the choice list are high frequency words in several socialsituations. Hence, 

the informants are well acquainted with these words in day-to-day exposure interms of 

listening.Thelistof wordsisgivenasshown below. 

ListofWords withChoice 
 

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb 

Happiness -------- Happy Happily 

Beauty Beautify Beautiful Beautifully 

Development Develop Developing ------- 

Need Need Needy,needful ------- 
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Meaning Mean Meaningful Meaningfully 

Love Love Loving,Lovable Lovingly,Lovably 

Perfection Perfect Perfect Perfectly 

Grammar ------ Grammatical Grammatically 

Effect,Effectiveness Effect Effective Effectively 

Influence Influence Influential   

Closeness Close Close,Closing Closely 

Greatness ------ Great Greatly 

Intelligence,Intelligent ------- Intelligent Intelligently 

Brightness Brighten Bright Brightly 

Danger Endanger Dangerous Dangerously 

Information Inform Informative -------- 

Positivity ------- Positive Positively 

Activity,Activeness Act,Activate Active Actively 

Significance Signify Significant Significantly 

Remark Remark Remarkable Remarkably 

Confidence ------- Confident Confidently 

Politeness ------- Polite Politely 

Freedom Free Free Freely 

Anger ------ Angry Angrily 

Care,Carefulness Care Careful,Caring Carefully,Caringly 

 

 

SomeQuestions fromtheActivity 

1. Ineed .............................. inmylife(happy /happily/happiness ) 

2. You should ............................... yourhouse(beauty/beautiful/beautify/beautifully) 

3. He .................................... involvedinthegame.(acting/actively/active/action) 

4. Areyou .............................. telling?(confident/ confidently/confidence) 

5. Shehas aweakness of……………….(angrily/angry/anger) 

6. Youneed…………..inyoursubject(perfection/perfectly/perfect) 

7. Themedicineworked……………(Effect/Effectiveness/Effective/effectively) 

8. Itwas ananswerwith .......................... (Intelligence/Intelligent/Intelligently) 

9. Itis ................... toclimbthathill(Danger/Dangerous/Dangerously) 

10. Weneed… ......... inourobservation(Care/Carefulness/Careful/Caring /Caringly 

 
After filling the blanks, the consolidated result of the data indicates that 95% are erroneous 

buttheyarenotrandomlychosen.Itisaninterestingfactthatalltheinformantschosesimilaroptionsas their 

answer in each question. It is observed that the options chosen by them are more 
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frequentwordsintheireverydayconversationsthanotherwordsinthegivenchoice.Forinstance,theword„happ

y‟ is more frequent than „happiness‟ and „happily‟; „happy‟ is commonly found in 

codemixingconversationsofthestudents.However,itisanidentifiablefactthatthesestudentsarenotcertain 

about the difference between „happy‟ and„happiness‟. The lack of awareness 

aboutaccuracycausesinappropriateandungrammaticalchoiceofusage.Thefollowingaretheanswersfilledbyt

hestudents. In thispilotstudy. 

1. Happy(W)
4
 

2. Beauty(W),BeautifulW) 

3. Active(W),Actively(R) 

4. Confident(W),Confidence(W) 

5. Angry(W) 

6. Perfect(W) 

7. Effective(W) 

8. Intelligent(W) 

9. Danger(W) 

10. Careful(W) 

 

Theanalysisofthestudyprovidesalogicalproofaboutthenatureoftheirerrors.Thewordsgiveninchoicehavesi

milarityinitsbasiccontentmeaningbuttheyhavedifferenceinitsgrammatical 

meaning.Hence,becauseofuncertainty,alltheinformantsmadeerrorsinpickingupanappropriate option.The 

findings indicate that their learning of vocabulary is limited to contentmeaning. The grammar in lexical 

items is totally ignored. This practical observation about 

thenatureoferrorssuggestsimprovisationofteachingenvironmentbyprovidinglinguisticcontext. 

Conclusion 

In this research, importance of linguistic context is suggested as primary concern in teachingEnglish 

vocabulary in EFL/ESL classrooms for better understanding and proper usage of words.The proposition 

about the necessity of linguistic context attempts to unveil theoretical aspectsabout language learning; 

because language learning is a conscious process.Thus, consciousactivity of learning entails certain 

context which leads learners from word level to its accuratemeaning. In many Indian classrooms, it is an 

observable fact that EFL and ESL teaching classesare not providing sufficient and appropriate context 

to learn vocabulary. Intervention of linguisticview is ignored as a priority in teaching. In these classes, 

vocabulary and grammar are treated asseparate aspects of English language. Subsequently, many 

learners are uncertain about properusage of words which they learned. Furthermore, findings of the pilot 

study unfold the fact thatthe nature of vocabulary problems is related to grammar of words and usage. 

In this study,theoretical views about adult language learning emphasize about necessity of context in 

teaching.Practicalvocabularyerrorsofstudentsrevealthatlinguisticcontextisamajorconcerninteachingvocab

ulary. Finally, it is suggested that, along with linguistic aspect, context in every 

possibilityshouldbeprovidedtolearnerstoachieveperfectioninEnglishwordingsandlanguage. 
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